
Medical Research Council Research Programme on

Developing methods for 
evidencing social enterprise 
as a public health intervention
Knowledge Exchange Forum
Friday 24th October, E01 Executive Office, University of the Highlands  
and Islands

You are kindly invited to the Knowledge Exchange Forum, a series of meetings involving researchers, 
social enterprise practitioners, and members of associated networks working on and interested in the 
above research programme (explained briefly overleaf). The Forum will support the development of the 
health and social enterprise interface for the duration of the research programme. As a significant 
amount of the research will take place in Highland, we intend to hold occasional Forum meetings there.

Programme
10.00 - 10.30 Registration and tea/coffee

10.30 - 10.45 Introduction and welcome 
  Sarah-Ann Muñoz, Centre for Rural Health, University of the Highlands and Islands

10.45 - 11.15 Overview of the research programme and the Knowledge Exchange Forum 
  Cam Donaldson, Principal Investigator and Yunus Chair in Social Business & Health, GCU

11.15 - 11.45 Facilitated Table discussions 
  (Each table will work with a scribe to ensure the main points from discussions are captured)

11.45 - 12.00 Tea and Coffee

12:15 - 12:30 Feedback and discussion

12:30 - 12:45 Action Plan and wrap up

12.45  Lunch



Yunus Centre for Social Business and Health
Glasgow Caledonian University, 
Cowcaddens Road, Glasgow G4 0BA
 
www.gcu.ac.uk/yunuscentre

Research Outline
The Knowledge Exchange Forum is part of a 5-year programme, co-funded by the Medical Research Council and the Economic 
and Social Research Council. This programme aims to develop methods to evaluate new pathways to health creation and 
health inequalities reduction arising from social enterprise.

This programme will be delivered in a series of 8 projects. Projects 1 and 2 will focus on conceptual work, exploring the 
literature and evidence base for social enterprise as a public health intervention.

Beginning in year 2, projects 3-5 will work alongside social enterprises to draw together a set of case studies to explore the 
concepts from projects 1 and 2.

Projects 6 and 7 will conduct evaluations with two well-established Scottish social enterprises. Project 8 will draw together the 
work from Projects 1-7 to explore broader issues, and how these might relate to the rest of the UK.

Principal Investigator Cam Donaldson, Yunus 
Chair in Social Business & Health at GCU
“It is a pleasure and honour to lead such a prestigious
research programme, working with leading
organisations and people in social enterprise in
Scotland and working across six Universities – GCU,
Glasgow School of Art, Robert Gordon and Universities
of Glasgow, Highlands & Islands and Stirling. But, most
importantly, the research involves thinking differently
about creating greater health and well-being amongst
some of our most disadvantaged communities. This 
endeavor will be well worth it if we can contribute
substantially to that agenda.”

Guiding principles
• Collaborate between academic research, policy making 

and social enterprise practice.
• Adopt an open and transparent approach to research and 

dissemination.
• Encourage active dialogue between researchers and sector 

partners.
• Build an atmosphere of trust among researchers, 

participants and partners for future developments.

Outcomes
• Building capacity in all sectors.
• Developing knowledge and understanding of social 

enterprise between sectors.
• Shaping a new way of looking at social enterprise and the 

contribution it can make to health and wellbeing.
• Contributing to cohesive academic - practitioner discourse 

to help influence policy

Project 1: An historical perspective on social enterprise as a 
public health intervention

Using the Social Enterprise Collection (Scotland), a unique 
body of archival material held by GCU, this project will open 
up a dialogue between the past and the present by revealing 
the distinctive history of social enterprise in Scotland since 
the 1970s.

This research will contribute to the MRC programme 
evidence base and, importantly, it will evaluate in what 
circumstances social enterprise has successfully and 
sustainably benefitted the health and well-being of 
communities.

As well as archival research, a series of oral history 
interviews will also be recorded, enhancing understanding of 
social enterprise within the MRC programme and 
contributing to the building of valuable resources for future 
research.

Project 2: A contemporary analysis of social enterprise as a 
public health intervention

This project will build upon the conceptual model of the ways 
in which social enterprises can potentially impact upon 
public health.

Existing conceptualisations of how social value is framed and 
measured within social enterprise literature will be 
synthesised. This will then be compared and contrasted with 
existing public health literature focusing on community led 
interventions. The project will consist of a scoping review of 
relevant literature followed by qualitative interviews with 
social enterprise leaders and recipients.


